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CHESAPEAKE PROPOSAL 


“Proliferation” of panhandling 
could lead to more regu ations 


CITING PUBLIC SAFETY, the council could 
target people who ask for handouts in public 
rights of way and drivers who give them out. 


proposed 
ordinance 


The city could 
make it illegal 
to “stand, sit, 
squat or lie in 
between motor 
vehicle traffic 
lanes on any 
public right 

of way” when 
there are four 
or more lanes 
or where the 
posted speed 
limit is 35 mph 
or higher. The 
proposal also 
bans cars from 
stopping at 
green lights 
unless they 


By Victoria Bourne | The Virginian-Pilot 


CHESAPEAKE 

The City Council could vote tonight on 
a proposed law meant to quash what some 
members call a recent proliferation of pan- 
handling. 

Citing risks to drivers and pedestrians, 
council members said the bill is about pub- 
lic safety. 

“Its such an accident hazard,” Council- 
woman Ella Ward said. 

The ordinance includes a ban on cars stop- 
ping at green lights, unless it’s to yield to an- 
other car or a crossing pedestrian. It also 
makes it illegal to “stand, sit, squat or lie in 
between motor vehicle traffic lanes on any 
public right of way” when there are four or 
more lanes or where the posted speed limit 
is 35 mph or higher. That clause would not 
apply to people legally crossing the street, 
emergency personnel or supervised inmates 
mowing or doing ditch maintenance, among 
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are yielding to 
pedestrians or 
another car. 


other exceptions. 


See PANHANDLING, BACK PAGE 


Authorities: Man tried 
to blow up N.Y. subway 
but did little damage 
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Law enforcement officials swarm the area near 
Times Square on Monday following the attack, 
which injured four people, including the bomber. 


By Colleen Long 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK 

A man inspired by Islam- 
ic State extremists strapped 
on a crude pipe bomb, slipped 
into the nation’s busiest sub- 
way system and set the de- 
vice off at rush hour Mon- 
day morning in a scenario 
that New York has dreaded 
for years, authorities said. 

In the end, the only serious 
wounds were to the suspect, 
Akayed Ullah, a 27-year-old 
Bangladeshi immigrant and 
former cab driver, authori- 
ties said. But the attack sent 
commuters fleeing through 
a smoky passageway, and 
three people suffered head- 
aches and ringing ears from 
the first bomb blast in the 
subway in more than two de- 
cades. 

“This was an attempted 


terrorist attack,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “Thank 
God the perpetrator did not 
achieve his ultimate goals.” 

In Washington, President 
Donald Trump said the explo- 
sion highlighted the need to 
change immigration policies, 
including the type of family- 
based visa Ullah obtained to 
come to the U.S. in 2011. Such 
visas are “incompatible with 
national security,” the presi- 
dent said in a statement. 

“America must fix its lax 
immigration system, which 
allows far too many danger- 
ous, inadequately vetted peo- 
ple to access our country,” 
said Trump, who campaigned 
on cracking down on immi- 
gration. 

The attack near Times 
Square came less than two 


See BOMB, PAGE 5 


More career tumbles 
amid accusations of 
sexual misconduct 


Mario Batali steps away 
from his restaurant empire 
and “The Chew”; New Yorker 
fires reporter Ryan Lizza. 


Pentagon to allow 
transgender people 
to enlist in military 
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E.W. Jackson says 
he’s joining GOP 
race to challenge 
Tim Kaine 
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some sun 


Highs: 50s. 
Lows: upper 20s. 
Details on the back page of Sports 
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cma MISTAKE” led to $17K worth 
of devices int weren’t eal for - gathering dust. 
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By Alissa Skelton | The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 
HEN IPADS that the city’s 
Economic Development 
Department bought years 

earlier started to go on the fritz, the 

agency decided it was time for new ones. 


But the devices were never distributed. 
Instead, they sat in a closet gathering dust 
for six months. 

Why? The answer, it turned out, was a lit- 
tle murky and a little weird. But somebody 
clearly had some explaining to do. 


The mystery of the abandoned Apple tab- 
lets began nearly a year ago. 

In January, Scott Hall, the city’s business 
development coordinator, set out to order 
26 iPads and one MacBook to replace old- 
er devices. 

But before he did, Hall asked his boss, 
Warren Harris, in a February email if it 
was OK to order them through Otto, an ad- 
vertising agency that does marketing for 
the city. Harris, the director of economic 
development, replied “Yes.” 

In emails, Hall said the Virginia Beach 
Development Authority - made up of 11 
members appointed by the City Council - 


See IPADS, BACK PAGE 


JMU'’s chasing another title with help from some ex-F BS players 


Our 153rd year | 12.12.17 | PILOTONLINE.COM | $1 in Hampton Roads; $1.50 in outlying areas 


or 


problem 
purchases 


The city’s Economic 
Development 
Department, led 

by Warren Harris, 
ordered nearly 
$17,000 worth of 
iPads and a laptop 
for staff. No one 
ever paid for them, 
and they were 
ordered through an 
advertising agency 
instead of being put 
out to bid. 


Developer wants rent-controlled apartments 
in Portsmouth; council members are skeptical 


By Ana Ley 
The Virginian-Pilot 


PORTSMOUTH 

An Ohio-based developer wants to put 
59 rent-controlled apartments in an emp- 
ty downtown lot, but it’ll have to convince 
skeptical City Council members who would 
rather lure a grocer there. 

Woda Group has submitted a plan to the 
city for a 76,000-square-foot, four-story 
building at 818 County Street, just south of 
Effingham and High streets. Woda hopes 
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to rent out about 5,000 square feet of retail 
space on the first floor. 

But a majority of City Council members 
seem unconvinced by the idea - which was 
raised last month by the Portsmouth Rede- 
velopment and Housing Authority board - 
and they will ultimately decide whether to 
give Woda the OK to build. 

“Tt would be great if we could meet the 
demand for retail grocery shopping,” May- 
or John Rowe said, pointing to a nearby 


See PARCEL, BACK PAGE 


An Ohio-based 
developer has 
submitted a plan 
to the city to build 
a 76,000-square- 
foot, four-story 
building for 
apartments at 818 
County Street, 
just south of 
Effingham and 
High streets. The 
site has been 
vacant for years. 


